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The energy transition is more than 
technological solutions. It is a social, 
socio-economic transformation 
towards a new system of values and 
relationships in society.

A transition affects people because 
what they are used to is being 
questioned and working methods 
that have functioned well for 
decades change.
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› Technocratic 
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› Public Values
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Societal perspective is important, without it; 

- people do not recognize themselves in 
projects or policy1, 

- support for new techniques or energy 
policy decreases2, and

- increases the willingness of Dutch people 
to engage in (violent) resistance.3

1.Tussen duurzaam denken en duurzaam doen | Publicatie | Sociaal en Cultureel Planbureau (scp.nl)

2. ‘Draagvlak energietransitie in gevaar door energiearmoede’ | Clingendael

3. https://www.pbl.nl/publicaties/aardgasvrij-een-goed-idee-maar 
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Acceptance of techniques and policy is the most important key in the 
progress of the energy transition.

https://www.scp.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2024/04/23/tussen-duurzaam-denken-en-duurzaam-doen
https://www.clingendael.org/news/draagvlak-energietransitie-gevaar-door-energiearmoede
https://www.pbl.nl/publicaties/aardgasvrij-een-goed-idee-maar
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› Part of society still does not 
feel represented in policy4

and has the feeling that plans 
have already been drawn up, 
decisions have already been 
made and the government is 
not doing enough with the 
input from stakeholders5. 

4. https://www.scp.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2024/09/
03/burgerperspectieven-2024-bericht-2

5. IPSOS (to be published)

Public participation is not: 
Stakeholder Management, Explaining, 
Informing or Temporary
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IS

› Gaining insight 

› Listening

› Having conversations

› Building a relationship

› Long lasting

Public participation
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Formula of Knowlegde6

K = f(I * E S A)

› Values

› Experience

› Local knowledge

› Scientific knowledge

› Data

› requirements

› Experts, residents and  organization work together

› In co-creation and joint fact finding

› Learn to understand each other and build trust

› Sharing information that matches the issues/wishes of 
the other person

6. Weggeman, M. (2000), Kennismanagement; de praktijk. 

Knowledge is the function of the Information we have, combined with our Experiences, Skills and Attitude towards the subject.
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› On an urgent, concrete, topic.

› Starts 'early in the process', so that 
the results of the participation can 
be included in the processing 
process. 

› take other (recent) (participation) 
projects into account – combine 

› scope and preconditions must be 
clear to all parties and are 
appropriate to the resources and 
capacity.

› Work together with existing resident 
groups and local organizations

› Ensure commitment to the 
participation process from 
companies and government. 

› Using a professional, 
independent 
moderator/facilitator during 
meetings. 

› Ensure clear, understandable, 
concrete language and 
information, so that 
participation is accessible to 
everyone. 

Participation - Factors of succes7

97. RIVM 2024 -  Energietransitie Successen en valkuilen bij burgerparticipatie in de energietransitie
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An example

Beeld www.nlog.nl 10

Local (mis)information:

Small gasfield or
one big gasfield 



De zandsteenlaag waar het aardgas in zit, is doorsneden door natuurlijke breuken



Deze breuken vormen

afgebakende segmenten



Door natuurlijke bewegingen zijn de blokken licht gekanteld

breuken



De zandsteen is gevuld met water. Daarboven zit het gas gevangen onder een afsluitende laag



Het grensvlak tussen gas en water loopt als een horizontal vlak door het gesteente

Grensvlak water > gas



Hier is het grensvlak zichtbaar in het zij-aanzicht



Het aardgas zit boven het water

Grensvlak water > gas
Gevuld met aardgas

Gevuld met water



Door de kanteling van de segmenten onstaan hierdoor afzonderlijke gasvelden

gasveld

gasveld
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› Toolkit to embed dialogue in the 
policy process 

– which methodology fits in which phase 
of policy development,

– what does it require in terms of time 
and money, 

– how do you reach difficult-to-reach 
target groups, 

– templates for invitations and discussion 
guidelines

› Customer relationship managementsystem

Products for dialogue and sociatal perspective in policy
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Societal involvement and participation can not only lead to better 
policy&projects but also to greater acceptance of that policy&projects
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